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INTRODUCTION  
 
In this lesson, students analyze the technical language of an insurance policy.  They identify selected 
components of a homeowner’s policy and then explore how some of the elements expand and some re-
strict a policyholder’s rights and responsibilities.   Using an abbreviated homeowner insurance policy and 
hypothetical losses, students analyze what will be covered by an insurance company. Applying what they 
have learned about technical writing and insurance, students then create a simple contract. 
 

STUDENT OBJECTIVES  
   
Upon completion of this lesson, the students will be able to: 
 

1. Identify the elements of an insurance policy that expand and contract the rights and responsibili-
ties of the contractual parties. 

2. Analyze what situations are covered by a typical homeowners insurance policy. 
3. Write a simple contract. 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE CONCEPTS  
   
See the glossary for definitions to these concepts. 
   
¾ Actual Value  
¾ Coinsurance  
¾ Conditions  
¾ Contract  
¾ Declaration  
¾ Deductible  
¾ Dispute Resolution  

¾ Dollar Limit  
¾ Exclusion  
¾ Insurance  
¾ Policy  
¾ Premium  
¾ Replacement Value  
¾ Risk 

   

BACKGROUND  
   
People buy insurance as protection from financial losses caused by unexpected events.  By purchasing 
insurance, a person (the policy owner and usually the insured) pays a fee referred to as a premium to 
transfer most of the financial risk to an insurance company (the insurer). The person’s premium is pooled 
with the premiums of others who face similar hazards and have purchased insurance protection from the 
same insurer. If a loss then occurs for which the person is insured, the insurer typically pays all or most of 
the monetary loss the person would have otherwise incurred using the money from the pooled premiums. 
An insurance policy is a written contract that spells out the terms of the insurance protection.  Insurance 
language controls the rights and responsibilities of the insurance company and the policyholders. 
   

 MATERIALS  
   

Transparencies of a Activity Sheet 2B: Sample Residential Property Insurance Policy • 
• 
• 

One copy of Activity Sheet 1:  Insurance Terms for each student. 
One copy of Activity Sheet 2A: Are You Covered? for each student. 
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One copy of the Activity Sheet 2B: Sample Residential Property Insurance Policy for each stu-
dent. 

• 

One copy of Activity Sheet 3: Your Insurance Contract for each student. • 
• Textbooks, dictionaries or other resource materials providing definitions of insurance terms. 
   

PROCEDURE  
   
Activity 1:  Understanding Insurance and Technical Writing  
 

1. Explain to students that written communication comes in two general forms—fiction and nonfic-
tion.   Fiction includes poetry, short stories, and novels. Examples of nonfiction include essays, 
reports, technical writing, and letters. Each category is characterized by a specific use of lan-
guage, vocabulary, grammar and syntax. 

2. Tell students that this lesson will focus on technical writing—specifically the technical language 
used in insurance policies.   Discuss:  

a. What are some examples of technical writing?  (Reports, purchase orders, contracts, ap-
pliance instructions, and insurance policies).  

b. What is insurance? (Insurance protects the policyholder from financial losses caused by 
unexpected events.)   

c. What is an insurance policy?  (A written agreement or contract between a policyholder 
and insurance company that spells out the circumstances under which the policyholder is 
protected and benefits will be paid.) 

3. Instruct students to turn to the person sitting next to them and briefly name the types of insurance 
that they know exist. 

4. After about one minute ask for volunteers to share their answers and record the answers on the 
board. Discuss what losses are covered by each type of insurance. For example: 

a. Life insurance provides financial protection to survivors when someone dies. 
b. Disability insurance provides a stream of income when a person is unable to work. 
c. Health insurance covers unanticipated medical expenses. 
d. Auto insurance helps cover payment for medical expenses of people (passengers and 

pedestrians), physical damage to a vehicle (collision), and protection from liability claims 
by others as a result of a vehicle accident. 

e. Home insurance provides coverage for damage and loss to one’s residence and personal 
property as well as protection from liability claims by others. 

5. Tell students that regardless of the type of insurance they all work basically the same way.  
a. A consumer (policyholder or insured) pays a set price (premium) for protection against 

unexpected events. 
b. The premium depends upon the amount of protection the insurance company (the insurer) 

agrees to provide in the event of a loss, the likelihood that a loss will occur, and how 
much of a risk the applicant is to the insurer.   

6. Discuss: 
a. Why does it usually cost more to insure a sports car than a small family car? (The sports 

car will probably cost more to replace.  Persons in sports cars are also more likely to 
have accidents caused by driving fast.) 

b. Why is insurance higher for teenagers than most adults?  (Teens are more likely to have 
an auto accident because they are less experienced drivers). 

c. Why do people pay more for life and health insurance as they grow older?  (As people 
age, they are more likely to have health problems or die.   Just look at the Obituaries in 
your local newspaper.)  
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d. How might the size and location of a house influence the cost of insuring it? (Bigger 
homes are usually more expensive to replace.  Houses in areas where crime is higher or 
there is a greater chance of a disaster such a flood or earthquake will also have a higher 
chance of a loss, hence, a higher premium   Another factor in rural areas is how far the 
house is from the nearest fire department.) 

e. Why is having insurance an important part of money management?  (Without insurance 
you need lots of money in case a loss occurs—perhaps more than you have or can get)  

7. Distribute Activity Sheet 1: Insurance Terms.  Have students research the terms in a textbook, 
dictionary or other resource materials and write definitions on the activity sheet.   Discuss the 
terms in class to make sure that students accurately understand them. 

   
Activity 2:  Analyzing Insurance Protections  
 

1. Distribute to each student a copy of Activity Sheet 2B: Sample Residential Property Insurance 
Policy. 

2. Project the first page of the sample policy using an overhead projector. Tell students now that 
they have an understanding of the types of insurance policies and how they work, it is time to 
look at how they are written.  Explain that the information on the transparency is an abbreviated 
version of a typical homeowner insurance policy.  

3. Instruct the students to scan the DECLARATIONS section of the sample policy that is located on 
the first page. 

a. What information is provided? (The address and value of the home, the name of the pol-
icy holder, contact information for the insurance representative, the premium, any de-
ductibles, the amount of insurance and the dates the insurance coverage is in effect.)  

b. Explain that much of the information in the Declarations section is usually unique to that 
specific policy contract. 

4. Have students scan the content of the AGREEMENT.   
a. What is the Agreement? (A short statement saying the insurance company will provide 

benefits if the policyholder incurs a loss and provides a valid claim.) 
b. What does “applicable provisions” mean? (The provisions or parts of the policy docu-

ment that apply to the homeowner.) 
5. Tell students the DEFINITIONS section helps explain precisely what the terms in policy mean. 

a. Why is a “definition” section necessary?  (It creates a common understanding and a 
common vocabulary.)  

b. What might happen if there was no “definition” section?  (There could be a misunder-
standing about important words or parts of the policy.) 

c. Who is referred to as the “insured”? (You and residents of your household who are rela-
tives as well as others persons under 21 in the care of the named insured.) 

d. According to the policy, what constitutes a “business”? (A trade, profession or occupa-
tion.) 

e. What constitutes bodily injury?  (Bodily harm, sickness or disease including required 
care, loss of services and death.)  

f. What is meant by bodily injury and property damage liability? (A person has a legal ob-
ligation or responsibility for injury to another person—the damage may be to the other 
person’s body or property) 

g. Why is the language in the policy so detailed and specific? (The policy is a contract and 
must be very precise in saying what is expected from those signing it.  It must cover every 
possible scenario so there is no room for disagreement). 
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6. Tell students that the COVERAGE specifies what property is insured and under what circum-
stances a claim can be filed.  This is the section where specific perils (cause) are identified. 

a. What are some examples of property perils?  (Fire, windstorm, theft, flood, hail, etc.) 
b. This is also the portion of the contract that specifies policy limits—the dollar amount the 

insured can recover when a covered loss occurs.  For a home, it might be the present 
value of the home or its replacement value. 

c. Explain that there may be a deductible clause that requires the homeowner to pay the first 
part of the loss—perhaps $100 or $500.   

d. With health insurance policies, there may be a coinsurance clause that requires the in-
sured to pay a percentage of the loss, say 20%, while the insurer pays the remaining 80 
%. 

7. Explain that EXCLUSIONS are not covered. These may be a separate section in the contract or 
part of the details under coverage.  Many insurance companies do not cover damage to a home 
caused by earthquakes, floods and acts of war.  

8. Have students scan the CONDITIONS section at the end of the sample policy. 
a. What is included in the conditions section? (How premiums will be collected, the pay-

ment schedule, grounds when an insurer can refuse to cover a loss, and dispute resolu-
tion.)  

b. Point out that a “Dispute Resolution” clause tells how disagreements between the insured 
and insurer will be handled. In some policies, lawsuits against the insurer are prohibited 
unless the insured has met all provisions of the policy.  In the sample policy, all lawsuits 
are prohibited.  Resolution is through third-party arbitration. 

c. What is arbitration? (A third-party listens to both sides then makes a decision on resolu-
tion)  

d. Another form of resolution is mediation by a third-party.  How is mediation different 
from arbitration? (During mediation, both sides involved in the dispute meet with a neu-
tral, third party and create their own agreement. In contrast, arbitration has the third 
party making the decision how to settle the problem.)  

   
Activity 3: Policy Analysis  
 

1. Distribute Activity Sheet 2A: Are You Covered? 
2. Using the Activity Sheet 2B: Sample Residential Property Insurance Policy as their home-

owner policy, instruct the students to analyze the coverage they would have given different sce-
narios. 

3. When students have completed the worksheet, compare results and discuss: 
a. Are there any coverages that you did not expect to see in a homeowner’s policy? (Poten-

tial answers include protection for credit card loss, damage caused by young children.) 
b. Were there any exclusions that surprised you? (Potential answers include losses to busi-

ness equipment and records; losses cause by sewer backups, floods and earthquakes; and 
tenant losses.)Why do insurance companies exclude protection for floods and earth-
quakes?  (People can choose to live in areas that are less likely to be affected by these 
catastrophic events.) 

For more information on the federally backed National Flood Insurance Program visit 
www.floodalert.fema.gov.  

4. Explain that most homeowner insurance policies are like this one—they do not cover the losses of 
roomers, boarders and tenants. At some point after your graduate, it is very likely you will rent a 
room or apartment.  How can you protect yourself if your property is lost or stolen? (Purchase 
renter’s insurance) 

5. In the sample policy (see Coverage A—Dwelling), it is stated that only the cost of structures not 
land is covered.  Why? (When a structure is damaged or destroyed, the land remains. The value 
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of property that should be insured is the value of buildings and personal property NOT the sale 
price of the property which includes the value of the land.) 

6. The contract also says you must maintain a limit for Coverage A and Coverage B equal to 100% 
of the Replacement Cost of the Dwelling and Additional Structures (see the section on Increased 
Building Limits Coverage).  What do you think would happen if you were not insured for 100% 
of the replacement value? (The insurance company would pay you less than your loss if your in-
surance coverage amount was less that 80% of the replacement value.)  

7. Demonstrate to students how an insurance company calculates the amount of coverage when 
property is not insured for the full 100%.  

   
Insurance Carried          x    Loss  =   Claim Payment 
Insurance Required  

   
Assume the home’s replacement value is actually $220,000, the amount of coverage carried is 
$200,000, and there is $50,000 damage caused by a fire.  The claim payment would be:  
   

$200,000          x    $50,000         =      $45,454.45 
$220,000  

     
Activity 4:  Writing a Contract  
 

1. Distribute Activity 3: Your Insurance Contract.   
2. Instruct students to write a “contract”.  In the contract, the students agree to do their chores in ex-

change for payment to them of $25. Their contract should include sections similar to those found 
in an insurance policy.  

3. Provide time for students to draft their contracts. 
4. Have students review each other’s contracts and make recommendations for improvement before 

they prepare their final contracts. 
5. Ask several students read a specific section of their contract, and the other students determine if it 

meets that section’s requirements. 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 2A: Teacher Master 
 

Are You Covered?  

   
1.   You work out of an office in your home.   While you are away, a windstorm knocks down a 

tree, which crashes through your roof.  Rain pours in damaging many of your business 
records.  Your business computer is damaged beyond repair.   Repairing the roof will cost 
$30,000.   The tree was worth $800.  The cost of lost office materials and furniture is $3,000.   
The computer valued at $1,000 when the storm occurred was originally purchased for 
$2,500.  Specify what losses will be covered by insurance and for how much. Assume you 
have maintained your policy at 100% of the replacement cost of your home. 

   
Replacement of business records, materials, furniture and computer $0  
 (An insurance rider is needed for coverage of these items)    
Roof ($30,000 – $1,000 deductible)  $ 29,000  
Tree (Maximum per tree is $500; Maximum for all landscaping $ 500  
 is 5% of $120,000 Limit of Liability of Coverage A = $6,000)    
  
 

2.  Your family rents out the basement of your house to some local college students.  Damaged 
wiring causes a fire that results in $100,000 damage to your home and a loss of $80,000 in 
furniture, appliances, clothing and other personal belongings. One of the personal items lost 
during the fire was a collection of stamps given to you by your grandparents that had been 
valued at $2,000.  

 
a. How much will the insurance company reimburse you for your lost stamps?  
 
 (The personal property limit for philatelic items is $1,000)  
 
 
b. How much will the insurance company pay you in total for your property losses? Be sure 

to take into consideration any policy deductibles and loss limits.  Show your calculation.  
 
 ($100,000 damage to dwelling + $80,000 personal property losses - $1,000 deductible - 

$1,000 stamp collection value over limit = $ 78,000)  
 
  

   
c. You have to stay in a hotel the first week after the fire. The hotel bill is $550. You then 

move to an apartment while your home is being repaired.  The three months rent costs 
you $3,000.  How much, if any, will the insurer pay you for these losses?    
 
(The full $3,550)  

  
 
d. Water damage from the fire hoses destroys some of the tenant’s personal property as 

well. Their estimated property loss is $5,000.   They are forced to rent another place for 
$1,500 while waiting for their basement apartment to be repaired.  How much, if any, will 
the insurer pay them for these losses?    

    
 (None—the tenant would be covered by their own rental insurance policy.)  
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3.   What would have happened if the damage in the previous question had been caused by 

another peril?  Place a “C” next to perils that are covered by the insurance policy. perils that 
are covered by the insurance policy. 

a. C tornado d. C falling aircraft part 

b.  earthquake e.  sewer backup 

c.  flooded river f. C theft 
   

4. Lightening damages the electrical transformer for your neighborhood.  There is so much 
damage in the surrounding area that it takes 4 days until the utility company is able to 
restore power to your home.   The temperature during this time has been extremely hot.   At 
first you are able to buy ice to help keep items in your refrigerator cold. But eventually the 
stores are sold out of ice.   Everything starts to spoil.  You lose $200 worth of groceries.  
How much, if anything will be covered by your homeowners insurance?  
 

 (The loss is not covered because the $200 is less than the $2,000 deductible.)  
   
5. Some neighborhood children were teasing your dog.  He dug a hole under the fence that 

surrounds your home and bit two of them.   The dog had never gotten loose before.   The 
children who were bitten were taken to the emergency room at the local hospital. 

   
a. The cost of medical care for one child was $250.   The child’s parents will be satisfied if 

they get this money.   How much, if any, will your insurance company cover? ($250)  
   
 
b. The other child’s injuries were more serious and required surgery.  Medical bills totaled 

$4,000.   The parents are suing you for medical expenses plus pain and suffering.  How 
much of the medical expenses, if any, will your insurance company cover? ($4,000)  

   
 
c. If the case goes to court and you lose, what is the maximum the insurance company 

says it will pay for the combined medical expenses, pain and suffering? ($500, 000) 
 

   
6.   Someone breaks into your car and steals your wallet and camera.   The thief uses your 

credit cards to make unauthorized withdrawals and purchases totaling $6,000.  You are 
responsible for $300 of these transactions.   Your camera was worth $500.  How much, if 
any, of your losses will be covered by your insurance?   Be specific as to what is covered.  

 
 (Nothing is covered—the $300 loss for the credit card and the $500 for the camera totals 

$800 which is less than the $1,000 deductible.)  
   

7.   You have moved to another state.   You have not yet been able to sell your previous 
residence covered by this policy.  You have a neighbor who checks the house every 
weekend but it has been empty for 3 months.   You receive a call that someone broke into 
the house and caused damage worth $3,000.  How much, if any, will the insurance company 
cover? (None—vandalism is not covered if a residence has been vacant for more than 30 
consecutive days preceding the loss.)   
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ACTIVITY SHEET 2B  
 

 
Sample Residential Property Insurance Policy 

 
   

DECLARATIONS      
   
Policy Number   98765 
Renewal Date    3/15/03 
Coverage Period 4/1/03 to 4/1/04 
Alpha Insurance Company, 123 Beta Road, Cinnamon, DE 45678   
Phone: 800-555-4321 
   
Insured Property: 90 East Flannel Drive, TX 09876 
Property Owner: Hal and Isabella Jackson 
  
 

Property Coverages and Limits of Liability 

Part I:     
   Dwelling  $ 200,000  
   Other Structures  $ 22,00  
   Personal Property  $105,000  
   Additional Expenses  $80,000  

Deductible (for Part I only) is $1,000. 
Part II:     
   Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability  $500,000 each occurrence  
   Medical Payments to Others $1,000 each person  

  
 
AGREEMENT  
 
In exchange for the premium payment, we agree with the named insured to provide insurance for the 
Coverages and Limits stated.  This agreement is subject to all the terms of this policy which is issued in 
reliance upon the declarations made in the Application and contained in the Declarations section of this 
policy. 
In the event of an accident, occurrence or loss, you must inform us or our authorized agent promptly. You 
must give the time, place and other facts.  Include the names and addresses of all involved persons and 
witnesses. 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
In this policy, “you” and “your” refer to the named insured shown in the Declarations and the spouse if a 
resident of the same household.  “We”, “us”, and “our” refer to the Company providing this insurance.   
In addition, certain words and phrases are defined as follows: 
 
Insured means you and residents of your household who are: 

your relatives and • 
• other persons under the age of 21 and in the care of any person named above. 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 3 Name ________________________________ 
 

Your Insurance Contract  

   
Using a separate sheet of paper, write a “contract”. In the contract you agree to do my chores in 
exchange for my weekly payment to you of $25. Your contract should include sections similar to 
those found in an insurance policy. Your language and format must be thorough, concise, and 
professional.  
 

1. The DECLARATIONS section is usually on the first page of the policy—it gives 
information that is unique to the contract such as the address and value of the home, the 
name of the policy holder, contact information on the insurance representative, the 
premium, any deductibles, the amount of insurance and the dates the insurance 
coverage is in effect.  

2. The AGREEMENT is a short statement saying what the two parties in the contract agree 
to do.  

3. The DEFINITIONS section helps explain precisely what the terms in contract mean.  

4. The CONDITIONS tell how and when payment will be collected and under what 
circumstances.   

5. An EXCLUSIONS section gives the specifics when payment will not be made.  



ASSESSMENT 
 
To assess student learning, the instructor will evaluate:  
 

1. Student contribution to class discussion. 
 

   Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement  

Knowledge  

Demonstrates com-
plete comprehension 
of concepts and mate-
rials through ques-
tions, answers and 
comments.  

Demonstrates sub-
stantial understanding 
of concepts and mate-
rials through ques-
tions, answers and 
comments.  

Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
concepts and materi-
als through questions, 
answers and com-
ments.  

Demonstrates little or 
no understanding of 
concepts and materi-
als.  

Preparation  

Always prepared for 
class with assign-
ments and required 
class materials.  

Usually prepared for 
class with assign-
ments and required 
class materials.  

Rarely prepared for 
class with assign-
ments and required 
class materials.  

Almost never pre-
pared for class with 
assignments and re-
quired class  
materials.  

Level of  
Engagement  

Proactively contrib-
utes to class by offer-
ing ideas and asking 
questions more than 
once per class.  

Proactively contrib-
utes to class by offer-
ing ideas and asking 
questions once per 
class.  

Rarely contributes to 
class by offering 
ideas and asking 
questions.  

Never contributes to 
class by offering 
ideas and asking 
questions.  

Speech  
Quality  

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly all the time. 
Volume is loud 
enough to be heard 
by all classmates.  

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly nearly all 
the time. Volume is 
loud enough to be 
heard by all  
classmates.  

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly most of the 
time. Volume is loud 
enough to be heard 
by most classmates.  

Often mumble or 
cannot be understood. 
Volume is often too 
soft to be heard by 
most classmates.  

Listening  
Skills  

Listens when others 
talk. Incorporates or 
builds on the ideas of 
others.  

Listens when others 
talk.  

Does not listen when 
others talk.  

Does not listen when 
others talk. Often 
interrupts when  
others speak.  
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2. Worksheets using the criteria on the following rubric as appropriate. 
 

   Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Needs Improve-
ment  

Knowledge  
Demonstrates com-
plete understanding 
of topic.  

Demonstrates sub-
stantial understand-
ing of topic  

Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
topic.  

Demonstrates little 
or no understanding 
of topic.  

Requirements  
Responses go  
beyond the 
 requirements.  

Responses ade-
quately meet all the 
requirements.  

Responses meet 
some of the re-
quirements.  

Responses do not 
meet most of the 
requirements.  

Grammar  
& Spelling  

No errors in gram-
mar or spelling.  

1 or 2 errors in 
grammar and  
spelling.  

3 or 4errors in 
grammar and  
spelling  

More than 4errors in 
grammar and 
spelling.  

Legibility  

Writing is legible 
with no distracting 
corrections.  

Writing is margin-
ally legible in some 
places OR 1-2 dis-
tracting corrections.  

Writing is not legi-
ble in some places 
OR 3-4 distracting 
corrections.  

Writing is not legible 
OR more than 4  
distracting correc-
tions.  

Neatness  

Paper is clean and 
neat with no  
wrinkles.   

Paper is generally 
clean but has some 
folds OR worn 
edges.   

Paper is slightly 
crumpled OR 
slightly stained.  

Paper is very  
crumpled OR  
very stained.   
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3. Contract using the criteria in the following rubric. 
 

  

   
Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement  

Format  Outstanding in con-
sistency with all 
elements of a legal 
contract  

Consistent with all 
elements of a legal 
contract.  

Consistent with most 
elements of a legal 
contract but there are 
a few inconsistencies.  

Not consistent with 
many elements of a 
legal contract.  

Elements  

Contract goes be-
yond the required 
elements with  
creative details.  

Contract includes at 
least 5 declarations, 
the agreement, 3 
definitions, 2 condi-
tions and 2 exclu-
sions. Some creative 
details are included.  

Contract includes at 
least one of each  
element. Creativity 
is minimal.  

Some required  
elements are missing. 
Little evidence of 
creativity exists.  

Knowledge  

Demonstrates com-
plete understanding 
of insurance  
contract elements  

Demonstrates sub-
stantial understanding 
of insurance contract 
elements.  

Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
insurance contract 
elements.  

Demonstrates little or 
no understanding of 
insurance contract 
elements.  

Sentences  
& Paragraphs  

Sentences and para-
graphs are complete, 
well constructed and 
of varied structure.  

All sentences and 
paragraphs are com-
plete and well con-
structed (no frag-
ments or run-ons).  

Most sentences and 
paragraphs are com-
plete and well con-
structed.  A few need 
some work.  

Many sentences 
and/or paragraphs 
need work  

Grammar  
& Spelling  

Writer makes no 
errors in grammar or 
spelling.  

Writer makes 1-2 
errors in grammar 
and/or spelling.  

Writer makes 3-4 
errors in grammar 
and/or spelling  

Writer makes more 
than 4 errors in 
grammar and/or 
spelling.  

Capitalization 
& Punctuation  

Writer makes no 
errors in capitaliza-
tion and punctua-
tion.  

Writer makes 1-2 
errors in capitaliza-
tion and punctuation.  

Writer makes 3-4 
errors in capitaliza-
tion and punctuation.  

Writer makes more 
than 4 errors in  
capitalization and 
punctuation.  

Legibility  

Typing or writing is 
legible with no dis-
tracting corrections.  

Typing or writing is 
legible but there are 
1-2 distracting cor-
rections.  

Typing or writing is 
marginally legible OR 
there are 3-4 distract-
ing corrections.  

Typing or writing is 
not legible OR there 
are more than 4 dis-
tracting corrections.  

Neatness  
Letter is clean and 
neat with no wrin-
kles.   

Letter is generally 
clean but has some 
folds OR worn edges.   

Letter is slightly 
crumpled OR slightly 
stained.  

Letter is very crum-
pled OR very stained.   
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CONTENT STANDARDS CORRELATIONS  
 
This lesson can be used to teach the following standards and benchmarks. 
 
National Standards for Personal Finance (Jump$tart Coalition) 
 
Grade 12 Benchmarks  
 
Students will know that: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

(Money Management) Financially responsible individuals accept the fact that they are accountable for 
their financial future. 
(Money Management) People purchase insurance to transfer the risk of financial loss. 

   
Students will be able to: 

(Money Management) List specific ways that young people can demonstrate that they are financially 
responsible. 
(Money Management) Describe types of insurance, including life, health, disability, and a property 
insurance, and gather information on an auto insurance plan to meet the needs of a teen-age driver. 

  
National Economics Standards (National Council for Economic Education) 
 
Students will know that: 

(Role of Institutions) Institutions evolve in market economies to help individuals and groups accom-
plish their goals. Banks, labor unions, corporations, legal systems, and not-for-profit organizations are 
examples of important institutions. A different kind of institution, clearly defined and enforced prop-
erty rights, is essential to a market economy.   

   
Students will be able to use this knowledge to: 

(Role of Institutions) Describe the roles of various economic institutions. 
   
TEKS 9-12 Language Arts   
 
110.42 and 128.42 English I. The student: 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

(1 a-c) Writes in a variety of forms, including business, personal, literary, and persuasive texts, for 
various audiences and purposes.  
(2 a-e) Uses recursive writing processes when appropriate.  
(3 a-d) Relies increasingly on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including he4 rules 
of grammar and usage, to write clearly and effectively.  
(4 a, b, e) Uses writing as a tool for learning.  
(5 a, b) Evaluates his/her own writing and the writing of others  
(6 a-c, e) Uses a variety of strategies to read unfamiliar words and to build vocabulary.  
(7 a-c, j) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(8 a, b) Reads extensively and intensively for different purposes in varied sources, including world 
literature.  
(12 a) Reads critically to evaluate texts.  
(14 a-c) Listens attentively for a variety of purposes.  
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110.43 and 128.43 English II. The student:  
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

(1 a-c) Writes in a variety of forms, including business, personal, literary, and persuasive texts, for 
various audiences and purposes.  
(2 a-e) Uses recursive writing processes when appropriate.  
(3 a-d) Relies increasingly on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including the rules 
of usage and grammar, to write clearly and effectively.  
(4 a, b, e-g) Uses writing as a tool for learning.  
(5 a, b) Evaluates his/her own writing and the writing of others  
(6 a-c, e) Acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study.  
(7 a-c, i) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(8 a, b) Reads extensively and intensively for different purposes in varied sources including world 
literature.  
(12 a) Reads critically to evaluate texts and the authority of sources.  
(14 a-c) Listens attentively for a variety of purposes.  

  
110.44 and 128.44 English III. The student:  
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

(1 a-c) Writes in a variety of forms, including business, personal, literary, and persuasive texts, for 
various audiences and purposes.  
(2 a-e) Uses recursive writing processes when appropriate.  
(3 a-d) Relies increasingly on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including the rules 
of usage and grammar, to write clearly and effectively.  
(4 a, b, e-g) Uses writing as a tool for learning.  
(5 a, b) Evaluates his/her own writing and the writing of others  
(6 a-c, e) Acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study.  
(7 a-c, i) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(8 a, b) Reads extensively and intensively for different purposes in varied sources including American 
literature.  
(12 a) Reads critically to evaluate texts and the authority of sources.  
(14 a-e) Listens attentively for a variety of purposes.  

 
110.45 and 128.45 English IV. The student:  
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

(1 a-c, e, f) Writes in a variety of forms.  
(2 a-h) Uses recursive writing processes when appropriate.  
(3 a-d) Relies increasingly on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including the rules 
of usage and grammar, to write clearly and effectively.  
(4 a-d, g, h) Uses writing as a tool for learning and research.  
(5 a-c) Communicates with writers inside and outside the classroom, including writers who represent 
diverse cultures and fields.  
(6 a-c) E valuates his/her own writing and the writings of others.  
(7 a, b, e) Acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study.  
(8 a-c, i) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(9 a, b) Reads extensively and intensively for different purposes in varied sources including British 
literature, in increasingly demanding texts.   
(13 a) Reads critically to evaluate texts and the authority of sources.  
(14 c) Reads in order to research self-selected and assigned topics.  
(15 a-e) Listens attentively for a variety of purposes.  
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110.47 and 128.47 Reading I, II, III. The student: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

(1 a, b) Uses a variety of word recognition strategies.  
(2 a, c) Reads with fluency and understanding in increasingly demanding texts.  
(3 a, b) Reads for different purposes in varied sources.  
(4 a-d) Builds an extensive vocabulary through readying and systemic word study.  
(5 a-c) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(8 a, c, d) Reads critically to evaluate texts and the credibility of sources.  

   
110.48and 128.48 Reading Application and Study Skill. The student: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

(1 a,b) Reads widely for different purposes in varied sources.  
(2 a-c,e) Builds an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study.  
(3 a-c) Comprehends selections using a variety of strategies.  
(4 a-c) Reads critically to evaluate texts and the authority of sources.  
(5 a, b, h) Uses study strategies to learn form text.  
(6 c) Inquires through reading and researching self-selected and assigned topics.  

   
110.53 and 128.53 Research and Technical Writing. The student:  
• 
• 
• 
• 

(1 a-d) Writes for a variety of purposes and audiences.  
(2 b, c, e-i) Selects and uses recursive writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing.  
(4 a-e) Applies the conventions of usage and mechanics of written English  
(5 a-c) Evaluates his/her own wiring and the writing of others.  
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